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ing at once our loyalty to the crown, and our fidelity to onr
country; our zeal for the honour of our sovereign, and our
regard for the happiness of the people.

For this purpose it is necessary that, as we preserve
the practice of our ancestors in one respect, we revive it
in another; that we imitate those in just freedom of lan-
guage whom we follow in the decent forms of ceremony;
and show that as we preserve, like them, a due sense of
the regal dignity, so, like them, we' know likewise how to
preserve our own, and despise flattery on one side, as we
decline rudeness on the other.

A practice, my lords, has prevailed of late, which cannot
but be allowed pernicious to the pub lick, and derogatory
from the honour of this assembly; a practice of retaining
in our address the words of the speech, and of following it
servilely from period to period, as if it were expected that
we should always adopt the sentiments of the court; as if
we were not summoned to advise, but to approve, and ap-
prove without examination.

By such addresses, my lords, all inquiries may be easily
precluded; for the minister by whom the speech is com-
piled, may easily introduce the most criminal transactions
in such a manner, as that they may obtain the approbation
of this house; which he may plead afterwards at our bar,
when he shall be called before it, and either involve us in
the disgrace of inconsistency, and expose us to general con-
tempt, or be acquitted by our former suffrages, which it
would be reproachful to retract, and yet criminal to confirm.
It is not necessary, my lords, on this occasion to observe,
what all parties have long since acknowledged, when it
did not promote their interest to deny it, that every speech
from the throne is to be considered as the work of the mi-
nister, because it is generally written by him; or if com-
posed by the king himself, must be drawn up in pursuance
of the information and counsel of the ministry, to whom it
is, therefore, ultimately to be referred, and may conse*
qnently be examined without any failure of respect to the
person of the prince.

This ought, however, to be observed, my lords, that it
may appear more plainly how certainly this practice may be